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Winner of the 2008 Man Booker Prize, White Tiger is Aravind Adiga’s debut novel. For someone in
Hong Kong, one cannot help but smile when reading the opening pages of this humorous novel.

Set in India, the novel begins with the protagonist, Balram Halwai, writing a letter to Premier Wen
Jiabao before a state visit to India. Halwai offers the Chinese leader advice ranging from commerce to
politics.

Very much like an autobiography, the novel details Halwai’s rise from servant to successful
businessman. Balram is from a low caste in India and denied many opportunities. Balram’s success
mirrors his increasing selfishness and immorality. While the novel is peppered with hilarious anecdotes,
there is an underlying sense of the corruption and danger that lies beneath Halwai’s success.

The novel explores many themes, the main ones being personal freedom, social class, globalization
and corruption. Adiga lays bare these problems as they exist in India and China — two of the world’s
economic powerhouses — and invites the reader to come to their own conclusions.

At the end of the novel, one does feel uneasy at the cost of success in today’s globalised world.
Adiga has written a novel which is significant for many of us living in Hong Kong and China as we
begin to question the cost of economic growth and wealth. The writer has cleverly raised these issues in
prose that is easy and entertaining to read.
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A Guide for Teens
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Life can be defined as a series of decisions. Breakfast A or breakfast B? Take a bus or the MTR?
Go to the movies or stay home to finish my homework? Wrong decisions like these won’t kill but there
are times in our lives when a bad decision can make the road ahead difficult, to say the least. So this
book is a must read for those of you who want to make wise decisions in face of life’s many challenges.
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N , . |What | Wish | Knew When | Was 20:

K " " |A Crash Course on Making Your Place in the World

e © |Tina Seelig What I Wish

AT~ S Harperone I Knew When
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A Stanford University professor shares ten provocative lessons that invite readers to reevaluate
their understandings of the world, in a motivational guide that covers a range of topics from embracing
an optimistic viewpoint and identifying opportunities to balancing priorities and working with others.

Tina Seelig shares with us what she offers her students - provocative stories, inspiring advice,
and a big dose of humility and humour. These pages are filled with fascinating examples, from the
classroom to the boardroom, of individuals defying expectations, challenging assumptions, and
achieving amazing success. Seelig throws out the old rules and provides a new model for reaching our
highest potential. We discover how to have a healthy disregard for the impossible, how to recover from
failure, and how most problems are remarkable opportunities in disguise. "What | Wish | Knew When |
Was 20" is a much-needed book for everyone looking to make their mark on the world.
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& & EF : Ms. Sharon Ann Zehnder
The Hunger Games

i —*‘Ff * |Suzanne Collins

41 sk A+ ¢ |Scholastic Press

F% 3 5L 0 0439023521

J# > 012010 dhy

B
-

* |USA

SUZANNE
W E&A2R ¢ |Ages 12 and up COLLINS

AN AEAT PR FlaeT

Tweens have never had it so good — with fiction, that is. First, there was Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight
series. And for the boys, there were the teen spy novels by Robert Muchamore.

The latest offering for teens and young adults is The Hunger Games, the first part of a trilogy. Set in
mythical Panem, the story revolves around the main protagonist, Katniss Everdeen. The world of the
novel is a post apocalyptic one, where the country of Panem is divided into 12 districts and ruled by the
Capitol — a very sophisticated and post-modern city. Each district has its own purpose that benefits and
supports the Capitol. Meanwhile, the people who live in the Capitol contribute little to their own
livelihood, mainly living off the hard work of the 12 districts. It is not surprising to learn that the
residents of the Capitol are mainly concerned with the latest fashion and entertainment-living, what we
would consider, a leisurely life.

Every year, a girl and a boy from each district are selected by lottery to compete in a televised
battle. All contestants fight to the death till there is only one person left — the winner. Such scenes are a
reminder of ancient Rome where gladiators fought bloody battles in arenas for entertainment. In the
novel, the purpose of the annual games is to amuse the citizens of Panem. Every move, every thought,
every injury, every death is captured on television and televised throughout the 12 districts.

This fascinating narrative is a reflection of the times we live in — one where reality television and
the private woes and battles are fought out publicly as entertainment. While reading the novel, one
cannot help but reflect on how threats of war, authoritarian governments and our obsession with fashion
trends and celebrities influence us daily.

The novel, first published in 2008 is followed by Catching Fire (2009) and Mockingjay (2012). In
March 2012, the film version of The Hunger Games was released.
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WHAT MONEY CAN’T BUY

B ¢ The Moral Limits of Markets

3 F + |Michael J. Sandel

4t sk 4kt |Allen Lane
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‘With money one can do everything; without it, nothing. We are taught this from a young age.

‘If it can be solved by money, it will no longer be a problem at all’

So, what can’t money buy? It's easy! Even a kindergarten kid can give you a typical answer, love,
life, time ... etc. But, is this true? Maybe you can figure out for yourself the extent to which money
can solve our problems.

Nowadays, ‘hired friends’ are very common and we can’t discern who is sincere and who isn’t. We
pay lifeguards to sacrifice their lives to keep us safe. Money changes hands so that others will
spend their time in a queue for us.

Professor Sandel provokes us to make moral judgment in our usages of money. He helps you to
reflect on your spending habits and to understand this market-driven age.
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